2. INFRASTRUCTURE
Comprehensive digital and transport infrastructure provide businesses with the opportunity to work more efficiently.
Transportation of goods across the supply chain, effective routes to market and communication are key for the
development of the industry domestically and provides the platform for global growth. Investment in broadband, energy
infrastructure and transportation improvements, particularly at ports, is essential for Scottish businesses to grow.
We ask the Scottish Government to:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Speed up the procurement process for the new Islay ferry
Invest in Scottish port infrastructure in the event of a no-deal Brexit and invest in more direct links between
Scotland and the near continent
Deliver ‘super-fast’ broadband throughout Scotland, with a ‘rural first’ policy
Improve the gas and electricity grids
Invest in smaller-scale improvements (e.g. road realignment and passing places) on key routes (e.g. A95/A941)
Invest in Scotland’s rail freight terminals to make rail more attractive, leading to an increase in use of less carbon
intensive transport

In addition, our member companies report an acute housing shortage for workers in some rural communities, particularly
on islands. We welcome the strategic focus from the Scottish Government in relation to the National Islands Plan, in
particular the strategic priorities relating to housing, connectivity and transport that would help alleviate this issue.
We ask the Scottish Government to:
•
•

Provide sufficient resourcing to deliver the National Islands Plan commitments
Update the National Infrastructure Plan to deliver these commitments as a strategic priority

3. FOCUS ON SUSTAINABILITY
The Scotch Whisky industry is an environmental leader and we are committed to continue to develop innovative ways to
minimise our environmental impact. The SWA’s Environmental Strategy, which sets out targets for water use, energy
use/efficiency, packaging and waste, was refreshed in 2016 to bring it in-line with government ambitions and widened its
scope to include the circular economy and sustainable land use.
The Scotch Whisky industry understands the priority that the Scottish government has given to addressing the climate
emergency. In recognition of new, ambitious targets, work is now underway to ensure the industry help government deliver
our shared net-zero ambitions. We aim to publish updated industry strategy by end of 2020.
To make further emission reductions, industries need a supportive and enabling policy framework which may require
financial incentives to drive investment in renewables. This will play a key role in delivering on the Scottish Government’s
2045 net-zero greenhouse gas target.
An anomaly exists that causes a disparity in non-domestic rate payments for renewable energy that is produced and used
at a site as opposed to a much lower rate for companies that send it to the grid. By amending the Plant Machinery
Regulations, companies using the renewable energy for their own use will no longer be deterred from investing in this area.
The SWA collaborates with the Scottish Government on many issues relating to decarbonisation and is keen to continue
this work. We support the Scottish Government’s ambitions to create policies which facilitate the improvement of recycling
of resources in Scotland in an effective manner. Collaboration with businesses to deliver environmental targets is essential
to ensure that supporting policy exists and unintended consequences are understood well in advance of any introduction.
Otherwise, sudden or inadvertent financial impacts could negatively impact competitiveness.
We ask the Scottish Government to:
•
•

•

Develop an enabling and supportive policy framework work to help the industry transition to net-zero greenhouse
gas emissions, including innovation, energy efficiency, cross-boundary heat flows and alternative zero-carbon fuels
Exclude glass from its new Deposit Return Scheme until significant questions about the viability of glass in the
scheme have been resolved and we can be certain that the current design doesn’t undermine the sector achieving
its sustainability and emissions targets.
Amend the Plant and Machinery Regulations to remove the anomaly for companies that use the renewable energy
produced on site
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